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The AL-KO Vehicle Technology Group is a 
swiftly growing global technology group 
and a business unit of DexKo Global. With 
high-quality chassis and suspension com-
ponents for trailers, leisure and commer-
cial vehicles, and construction and agricul-
tural vehicles, the group represents the 
best in functionality and comfort as well as 
innovations to ensure greater driving 
safety. Founded in 1931 the group today 
has around 3,800 employees at more than 
40 locations worldwide. The company in-
cludes the 16 international brands  
AL-KO, Aguti, Bankside Patterson, Brad-
ley, Brink, CBE, cmtrailer parts,  
De Haan, E&P Hydraulics, G&S Chassis, 
Hume, Nordelettronica, Preston Chassis, 
SAFIM, SAWIKO and Winterhoff. Find out 
more at www.alko-tech.com 
 
DexKo Global Inc. is one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers of high-quality 
chassis technology, chassis assemblies, 
accessories and hydraulic brake compo-
nents with more than 130 years of experi-
ence in trailer and caravan components. 
DexKo Global was founded at the end of 
2015 through the merger of Dexter and AL-
KO Vehicle Technology. Headquartered in 
Novi, Michigan/USA, the company em-
ploys around 7,300 people in more than 
100 production facilities and distribution 
centres. For more information, please go to 
www.dexko.com 
 

Digitization according to AL-KO VTE 
 
With the new Gateway based on CL-BUS (CBE LIN BUS), the Internet of Things 
boards recreational vehicles giving users the possibility to control all compatible 
units from their smartphones, even remotely 
 
Recreational vehicles are not just mechanics, living pods and technical devices. The 
vehicle base always plays a major role in the choice of a new RV, but new elements have 
been gaining importance for some time now. First and foremost, electronics, which are 
going from a concealed utility management system to a control and cross-communication 
platform designed to increase onboard comfort. 
 
A strong boost comes at the Caravan Salon in Düsseldorf from AL-KO Vehicle Technology 
Electronics (VTE), a company of the American DexKo group recently formed from the 
merger of Italy’s CBE and Nordelettronica. The company is presenting the new gateway: 
a new device capable of dialoguing with units of various types to allow them to be 
controlled both locally and remotely. It interconnects the devices installed in motorhomes 
and caravans, collecting working information from the various connected systems (such 
as the CBE and Nordelettronica control panels, HVAC solutions and refrigerators, for 
instance) and conveying it to the app for smartphones from which the user can impart 
operating commands. 
 
A protocol created in 2019 
The dialogue between the new gateway and the connected units is basically over the CL-
BUS protocol (CBE LIN BUS), launched as early as 2019 and now found on thousands of 
recreational vehicles. In its basic configuration, CL-BUS allows all CBE and 
Nordelettronica products that adopt it, such as control panels and switching chargers, to 
talk to each other and exchange information. The CL-BUS over the gateway interface is 
also compatible with CI-Bus, a standard developed in 2011 with the support of the CIVD 
(Caravaning Industrie Verband e.V.), the German association of manufacturers and 
suppliers in the recreational vehicle sector. Today, 67 companies, including manufacturers 
of recreational vehicles and manufacturers of components and accessories, are members 
of this platform. 
 
The new gateway integrates wired and wireless communication capabilities enabling the 
link between the internal communication world of the motorhome/caravan and the external 
digital world. The latter implements the Bluetooth standard allowing a local dialogue with 
the app when the user is only a few meters away from the device, and Wi-Fi from an 
Internet of Things (IoT) perspective. The Wi-Fi connection can be used to create an access 
point with remote connectivity, using the mobile phone system (4G or 5G) for instance.  
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Page 2 of 3 At this point, the new gateway is also accessible from a long distance meaning that end 
users can control the units in their vehicles (for pre-heating or cooling the vehicle, 
operating the refrigerator, activating or deactivating devices, and so forth).  
 
Software is an important aspect. The app that was developed specifically for the new 
gateway required a lot of effort from AL-KO VTE engineers. This huge development 
activity was finalized in 2021. Equally interesting is the fact that the new gateway natively 
integrates geolocalization functions useful for remotely locating the vehicle on which it is 
fitted. With this solution, the way towards digitization, connectivity and opening to the 
Internet via IoT is now well on track. 
 
“The Internet of Things can now be extended to any unit, including recreational vehicles”, 
said Alessandro Chies, Head of Sales at AL-KO Vehicle Technology Electronics. “Taking 
advantage of the CI-Bus protocol, we are now offering a system that works as a collector 
to connect compatible units, which can be heating and cooling systems, refrigerators, 
antennas, with a local device over Bluetooth. From here, using an access point, the data 
can be shared in a customer cloud achieving two-way communication to and from the 
vehicle, and being able to remotely control everything that can be controlled locally over 
Bluetooth”. 
 
Perfect solution for OEMs 
“The decision as to which and how many possibilities are actually made available depends 
mainly on the OEM who decides to implement the new solution on vehicles. The AL-KO 
VTE gateway is mainly intended for RV manufacturers”, said Ugo Francescutti, Managing 
Director of AL-KO Vehicle Technology Electronics. “The solution is already installed on 
some new vehicles at the Caravan Salon. All this does not exclude that in the future the 
gateway could also be made available as an aftermarket product because compatibility is 
with all devices complying with the CL-BUS and CI-Bus standards. The product has 
already been designed with a B2C perspective in mind, with a design that is easy to 
understand and simple to use.” 
 
The Düsseldorf trade fair is an opportunity for AL-KO VTE to present this new solution on 
a larger scale and gather important feedback on the work done so far. The new gateway 
is marketed under the brand name AL-KO. This in itself is a proof of the achievements 
from the merger of CBE and Nordelettronica, which have combined their know-how to 
develop a product that incorporates the best technologies. 
 
CBE and Nordelettronica combine to create AL-KO Vehicle Technology Electronics 
The multinational DexKo Group has continued on its growth path in the electronics sector 
through its AL-KO Vehicle Technology business unit with a strategic merger: it founded 
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Page 3 of 3 AL-KO Vehicle Technology Electronics S.r.l. – an Italian company based in Trento, north-
ern Italy – at the beginning of 2022. The new company is the result of the merger of two 
suppliers of electrical and electronic systems that are mainly used in the caravanning sec-
tor and have customers across the globe: CBE and Nordelettronica. AL-KO Vehicle Tech-
nology Electronics (VTE) – the European market leader in the field of electrical and elec-
tronic systems for caravanning applications – has now combined the product ranges of 
both brands. 
 
The new Al-KO VTE aftermarket catalogue with CBE and Nordelettronica products is 
available from authorised dealers and can be downloaded from the websites of the two 
companies 
- CBE, www.cbe.it 
- Nordelettronica, www.nordelettronica.it 
 


